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Statement of Principle

Since its founding in 1985 the American Debate Association has remained committed to providing students of all experience levels access to the educational benefits of policy debate.  As part of that commitment, the American Debate Association Constitution charges the organization to sponsor a national tournament.  The ADA National Tournament is unique in its commitment to hold a year-end national tournament in three divisions of debate; varsity, junior varsity, and novice.  As part of that commitment, the ADA strives to provide a well-run, reasonably priced tournament with amenities befitting a season-ending ending national tournament.  It is the goal of the ADA to cover all tournament costs through reasonable entry fees, without financially burdening the host institution.

Tournament Facilities

1.  The host should provide competition rooms for a minimum of 50 debates.  Competition rooms should be appropriately equipped and located within a reasonable walking distance from each other.

2. The host should provide an appropriately equipped room for administering and tabulating the tournament.

3. All preliminary round competition rooms should be equipped with wireless Internet access, accessible to all tournament participants.  The competition rooms for elimination rounds should also be equipped with wireless Internet access, accessible to all elimination round participants.

4. The host should provide an appropriately sized meeting room to host an awards banquet on the second night of the tournament or following the first elimination round on the morning of the third day.

5. The host should locate a suitable local hotel and negotiate a discounted group rate for tournament participants.  The host is encouraged to select a hotel with reliable wireless Internet access.

6. If the tournament begins Saturday morning, the host should coordinate with the tournament hotel to provide a suitable location for registration on Friday evening.

Tournament Amenities

1.  To facilitate the completion of competition days at a reasonable hour, the host should provide lunch on any day with 3 or more preliminary rounds.

2. The host should provide an awards banquet.  At the host's discretion, this banquet may be dinner after preliminary rounds or brunch immediately following the first elimination round of the third day. The facility should have audio-video capabilities for projecting video.
3. Breakfast and snacks throughout the day are encouraged, but not required.

Tournament Schedule

1. The ADA Constitution specifies that the ADA National Tournament be held in the spring semester.  Additionally, tradition dictates that the tournament should be hosted after the NDT district tournaments but before CEDA Nationals and the NDT. 
2. At the host's discretion, the tournament may begin on Friday or Saturday.  The schedule should include two days of preliminary competition and one day of elimination rounds.  If the second day of preliminary debates consists of three or fewer rounds, the host is encouraged to conduct the first elimination round on the second day.  If the tournament begins on Friday, the host is encouraged to hold no more than 2 rounds on the first day.

Tournament Administration

1. The American Debate Association will provide a tournament director and a tournament staff comprised of the ADA Executive Committee.

2. The host should provide a dedicated liaison to assist the tournament staff.  This person should be able to assist with logistical problems such as locked rooms, internet access, and unforeseen emergencies.

3. The tournament host is encouraged but not required to provide additional personnel to assist in starting rounds and running ballots.
Tournament Finances

1. The ADA President will set the fees for the tournament in consultation with the tournament host.  The fees should cover all anticipated costs of the tournament including awards, food, travel costs and honorariums for the tournament director, and any hired judging.

2. The ADA President and host should cooperate to ensure that the entry fees remain reasonable.  In many years, we have successfully held entry fees to $50 per participant, but rising catering and trophy costs may require necessitate raising entry fees.

3. The collection of all fees should be coordinated through the ADA treasurer who will be present for registration. All checks should be made to the American Debate Association.  The treasurer will work with the host to reimburse a significant portion of tournament-related expenses.

4. All trophies and awards will be provided by the president and treasurer of the ADA.
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